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patriarchs of the vegetable world. The young trees,
springing; from one common root, rise up around the main
trunk, but completely detached from it, and mingle their
branches with the towering verdure of the paternal stem.
They give one the idea of having been hatched under this
dense foliage, like chickens beneath their mother's wings.
Hence the singular aspect of these venerable forests which
have for age after age continued in this way to extend
their limits. The old banyans resemble isolated pillars
supporting an enormous vault, the finer arches and mould-
ings of which rest on the younger trees, they in their turn
becoming main pillars.
On this evening the encampment was arranged with
greater care than usual, because if the heat of the following
day should prove equally overpowering, Banks proposed to
prolong the halt, so as to pursue the journey during the
night.
Colonel Munro was well pleased to think of spending
some hours in this noble forest, so shady, so deeply calm.
Everybody was satisfied with the arrangement; some
because they really required rest, others because they
longed once more to endeavour to fall in with some
animal worth firing at. It Is easy to guess who those
persons were.
" Fox ! Gofimi! it is only seven o'clock!" cried Captain
Hood as soon as we came to a halt; " let's take a turn is